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“‘Continue in prayer, and watch 
in the same with thanksgiving.” 


THOMAS NELSON AND SONS 
New York 1958 


CopyricHT, 1925 
By Howarv & Aurmus 


RINTED IN THER 
Unrrep Starrs or AMERICA 


“God Who created me 
Nimble and light of limb, 
In three elements free, 

To run, to ride, to swim: 
Not when the sense is dim, 
But now from the heart of ioy, 
I would remember Him: 
‘Take the thanks of a boy.” 

Henry Charles Beecham). 


Introduction 


HERE was once a Boy of whom it is 

recorded that he grew in wisdom and 
stature and in favor with God and man. 
He worked faithfully, played fairly, and 
was always ready to do a good turn. He 
loved the out-of-doors, and he knew how 
to pray. 

When he became a man, he did so much 
for the world that we call him Saviour, 
and human history stands re-dated from 
his birth. Most important of all, he showed 
the world what God is like, and taught men 
how to pray. “When you pray,” he told 
them, “say, Our Father.” 

Prayer is as natura! as talking to father 
and mother. We are free to say anything 
to God that is on our minds. He is our 
Father, and is interested in all that we do 
or think. 

Yet we often find it hard to put in words 
what we really want to say, even to the 


father and mother whom we know best. 
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The things we feel most deeply and truly 
are not always easy to express. When we 
undertake to say such things to God, we 
may find help in forms of prayer such as 
are given in this book. 

Most of us know too few forms of prayer. 
Many of us know only one—the form that 
Jesus himself taught. Our praying becomes 
mechanical because we repeat always that 
one form. Boys will be helped to express 
exactly what is in their minds if they will 
use this book as it is meant to be used— 
not as their only method of praying, or as 
a substitute for the free use of their own 
words, but as an additional resource. 

Use these prayers when you need them, 
boys. Many of them you will do well to 
memorize, for you will want to use them 
when you do not have the book with you. 
Sometimes you will choose, as you kneel, 
to read one of them in prayer to God, for 
it will say just what you want to say to 
Him. But whether you memorize them 
or read them, you will find that the use of 
the prayers in this book will not hinder 
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you, but will rather encourage and help 
you to pray in your own words, and to 
gain the peace of mind and strength of 
spirit that comes from such conversation 
with God. 


LutuHer A. WEIGLE 
Yate UNIVERSITY 
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Prayers for Boys 


The Lord’s Praper 

UR Father, Who art in heaven, Hal- 

lowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation. But de- 
liver us from evil. For Thine is the king- 
dom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 


For the Hpirit of Prayer 
LORD, Who hast commanded us to 
pray without ceasing, give me the 
spirit of prayer that I may talk with Thee 
as one talketh with his friend. Keep me 
from vain repetitions and empty forms. 
However halting my words may be, may 
my prayers be sincere. Make me ashamed 
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of my unthankfulness and sorry for my 
sins. Give me more love for Thy Word 
and a greater longing for Thy companion- 
ship. May it be the ambition of my life 
to be Thy true disciple. Help me daily 
to wait upon Thee in prayer. For Thy 
name’s sake. Amen. 


Morning Praper 
EAVENLY FATHER, I thank Thee 
for Thy care through the night and 
for this new day. It is a fresh page from 
the book of life; help me to keep it clean 
and to write on it nothing that is unworthy. 
Protect me from evil and preserve me from 
doing wrong. May I say and do only the 
things that please Thee. Keep me from 
yielding to temptation. Guide me by Thy 
Spirit, and at the close of the day may I not 
be ashamed before Thee. For Jesus’ sake. 
Amen. 
HMid-dap Praper 
GOD, as the sun looks down on us at 
mid-day like a great, all-seeing eye, 
may I remember that Thine eye is ever 
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upon me and that Thou art with me, not 
only to judge but also to keep me. May my 
life ever be as open as the day, but may 
my heart be hid with Thee. For Jesus’ sake. 
Amen. 
Evening Praper 

EAVENLY FATHER, I thank Thee 

for this day, and I thank Thee for 
Thy presence in it. Forgive me for not 
making it a better day. With Thy help 
may I be tomorrow what I have failed to 
be today. Be with me as I go to bed and 
give me peaceful rest. Prepare me by Thy 
gift of sleep that I may be strong and ready 
when morning wakens me. Deliver me from 
all fear and watch over those I love. For 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


A Thanksgiving 
LORD, for all Thy many gifts I 
thank Thee. All good things come 
from Thee, and Thou hast filled my life 
with blessings. Thou hast given me food 
and raiment, home and friends. Thou hast 
given me useful tasks and wholesome pleas- 
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ures; and now Thou hast given me this 
special joy, satisfying the desire of my heart. 
What shall I render unto Thee for all Thy 
benefits? I can only give myself, praying 
Thee to help me to enjoy my new gift in 
the right way. Forgive me for my past 
selfishness and make me more thoughtful 
of others. Lead me always to share the 
good things which Thou givest me. For 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


Thanks for Life 

GOD, I thank Thee for Thy gift of 

life. Thou hast given me a _ body 
suited to my needs and a mind to learn the 
wonders of Thy world. Thou hast given 
me all things richly to enjoy. Help me to 
remember daily that I owe my life to Thee. 
May I live as in Thy sight. Help me to do 
my best while I am young and strong. 
Keep me from idleness and folly. Help 
me to remember Thee my Creator in the 
days of my youth before the evil days come © 
in which I can no longer enjoy life’s bless- 
ings. For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
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Thanks for Home 
EAVENLY FATHER, f praise Thee 


for Thy mercy in giving me a good 
home. When I was a helpless little child 
my parents cared for me, and by their love 
all my needs have been supplied. May I 
never forget the hands that have toiled for 
me. When I am tempted to be impatient 
of the restraints of my home, help me to 
remember Jesus who was subject to His 
parents. Keep me from a sullen and un- 
grateful spirit. Show me how I may help 
to make my home a blessing to all who come 
to it, and let the law of kindness rule my 
tife. For Thy name’s sake. Amen. 


Q@ Prayer of Consecration 
GOD, Thou art my Heavenly Father 
and I have forgotten Thee. My days 
have been full of my own pleasures without 
a thought of what pleases Thee. Make me 
see how my negligence grieves Thee, and stir 
me to do the best I can for Thee. Help me to 
think of Thee more constantly. Teach me 


to pray, to listen for Thy voice within and 
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never to refuse its guidance. I would devote 
my life to Thee. Give me Thy Spirit te 
help me when I am weak. For Jesus’ sake. 
Amen. 
For Guidance 

LORD, I do not know what I should 

ask, but I want to be led by Thee. 
Many voices call me and many hands beckon 
me. Help me not to take the wrong path. 
I give myself to Thee for guidance. Lead 
me to do what is right. Help me to silence 
the voice of the tempter, to refuse the 
course which seems right, but whose end 
is death. Bring me safely through the 
perils which beset me, and lead me in the 
way everlasting. For Thy name’s sake. 
Amen. 

For Dtrength 

LORD, Thou knowest me, for Thou 

didst make me. Thou knowest what 
I can do; Thou knowest what I shrink from 
doing. Thou hast said that to him who has © 
no might, Thou wilt increase strength. 
When I am weak of will to do what I should, 
be Thou my strength. When my tasks are toe 
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heavy for me, lighten my load. When I am 
faint of heart, let me know that underneath me 
are Thine everlasting arms. May I feel Thy 
power in my weakness. For Thy name’s sake. 
Amen. 
For Safety 

GOD, I cannot begin this day without 

Thee. I cannot trust myself. Help 
me, that I may know that I am not alone. 
May Thy Spirit lead me to resist the first 
approach of evil. If I lose sight of Thee, 
bring me back quickly. May evil thoughts 
not find a home in my mind. Help me to 
turn away from bad companions and to keep 
away from forbidden places. Sin lurks at 
my heels. Make haste, O God, to deliver 
me, and for Thy name’s sake keep me safe. 
Amen. 

For Protection 

LORD, Thou art my Shepherd. As 

Thou dost call Thine own sheep by 
name, I pray that Thou wilt call me. Thy 
care is like a shepherd’s; care for me like a 
shepherd this day. Lead me in right ways. 
Keep me from dangerous paths. Call me 
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back when I am tempted. Bring me back 
when I am stubborn. Give Thine angels 
charge over me to keep me in all my ways. 
Let me not dash my foot against a stone 
in the path of my own choosing. May 
goodness and mercy follow me all the days 
of my life, and may I dwell in Thy house 
forever. For Thy name’s sake. Amen. 


Sor the Spirit of Serbice 

ORD JESUS, Who came into the world 
not to be served, but to serve, give 
me, I pray Thee, the spirit of service. Help 
me to seek not my own good only but also 
the good of others. Show me how to help 
those who are near to me. Make me con- 
siderate of the weak, the aged, and the un- 
fortunate. Show me what I can do for 
them. If I can bear their burdens, make me 
glad to do it. Teach me that a heart that 
seeks to do good to others has more happi- 
ness than the heart that seeks only its own 
pleasure. By unselfish service may I learn 
that it is more blessed to give than to re- 

ceive. For Thy name’s sake. Amen. 
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For a Good Conscience 


GOD, I thank Thee for the voice that 
speaks to me in Thy name. When 
I am tempted to do wrong I hear it say 
“No.” When I do right, it says ‘Well 
done.” It is Thy voice, O God. May I 
never ignore it or treat it lightly. Help me 
to heed all its warnings. Give mea quick and 
tender response to every word that conscience 
speaks, and in the full light of Thy Holy 
Word may I see how to order my way. When 
Thou dost call me help me to say, Speak, Lord, 
for Thy servant heareth. For Jesus’ sake. 
Amen. 
For Submission 
EAVENLY FATHER, help me to say 
with Jesus, Thy will be done. Thou 
knowest how hard it is for me to accept 
disappointment. What has happened to me 
is not the thing I wished. But Thou wouldst 
not have me accept Thy will because I 
must, but because I may. Thy will is love, 
and Thy love is wise. I would not follow 
Thee blindly. I would see as Jesus saw and 
be satisfied. For Thy name’s sake. Amen. 
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For Purity 

LORD JESUS CHRIST, in Whom 

alone there was no sin, help me to 
live my life as Thou didst live Thine. Give 
me a clean mind and a pure heart. Help 
me to turn away from the impure in word 
or picture. May I keep my body as Thy 
temple. Help me to keep out of it what- 
ever would defile it. Make me remember 
that the pleasure of the moment is not 
worth the regret of eternity. Give me 
strength never to play with temptation, 
never to deceive my conscience, and never 
to sell my soul though I should gain the 
whole world. For Thy name’s sake. Amen. 


For Health 
GOD, Who hast made me so wonder- 
fully, I praise Thee for the body 
which Thou hast given me. Help me to 
learn and keep all the laws by which it is 
preserved in health. Whether I eat or. 
drink or whatever I do, may this ever be 
in my mind. May I love to be in the fresh 
air, to bathe in pure water, and to keep my 
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body always fit for Thy service. Help me, 
that I may have a clean mind in a clean 
body. If sickness comes to me, may I 
have the comfort that it is through no fault 
of mine. If it be Thy will, make me strong 
that I may do large things for Thee. For 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


For Huccess at School 

GOD, Who hast ordained that what- 

ever is to be won is to be sought for 
by endeavor, give me an earnest heart to 
make the best use of my school. Bless my 
teachers and look with Thy favor upon all 
the pupils. Make me diligent in my studies 
and earnest in all my tasks. By doing 
faithfully the things I know I should do, 
may I grow to love my work. May I not 
become weary in well-doing. Help me to 
persevere. If my studies are a trial, may 
[I remember that Thou dost give the 
crown only to those who endure. May I 
follow Jesus, Who pleased not Himself, but 
ever did what pleased Thee. For His sake. 
Amen. 
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Wefore the Game 
GOD, Whose Word teaches us to 


make all our requests known unto Thee 
in prayer, go with me, I pray Thee, into the 
game. Order my mind that I may have 
my body under control. Keep my heart 
that I may not be betrayed into anger. 
Keep me calm in excitement. When I am 
provoked may I not lose my self-control. 
Help me to remember that he that ruleth 
his spirit is better than he that taketh a 
city, and that he who striveth for the mas- 
tery is not crowned except he strive law- 
fully. Make me honest and fair in play as 
in work. For Thy name’s sake. Amen. 


Thanks for Sueeess 
LORD, I thank Thee that Thou art 


with me in all my hours. Thou didst 
help me to rule my spirit and to contend _ 
fairly in the game. I praise Thee for my 
success. Help me to play the game of life — 
as in Thy sight. May I never be overcome 
by cowardice or fear, or hindered by indif- 
ference or sloth. Keep me also from over- 
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confidence and boasting. May I lay toe 
heart that pride goeth before destruction 
and a haughty spirit before a fall. Lead me 
as Thy child and let me not trust in myself 
alone. For Thy name’s sake. Amen. 


For Fortitude in Failure 

GOD, Thou art the comfort of all 

who put their trust in Thee. Thou 
knowest how hard it is to face failure. 
Help me not to be too much cast down by 
my defeat. If the fault was mine, help 
me to know my weaknesses and to do better 
another time. Thou, O God, canst turn 
failure into success. Help me to learn that 
failure may be a blessing if it leads to per- 
severance. Help me to learn that lesson 
now, and give: me strength to try again. 
For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


For Pardon 
LORD JESUS CHRIST, the Friend 
of sinners, to whom shall I go but 
to Thee with my guilty heart? Thou 
knowest my weakness, by which I have 
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been betrayed into sin. Thou canst be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities, 
having in all points been tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin. I come to Thee for 
pardon. Thou knowest that I love Thee. 
Thou knowest how sorry I am for my failure. 
Help me truly to repent, to turn away for- 
ever from the associations which caused my 
fall. If ever I have tempted others, grant 
me a double repentance and a double resolve 
to help others to resist even unto pain 
fighting against sin. For Thy name’s sake. 
Amen. 
Sor the Spirit of @bedience 

lee JESUS, Who wast subject to Thy 

parents, give me, I pray Thee, Thy 
spirit, that like Thee I may reverently love 
and obey my parents. Teach me that my 
duty to them does not grow less as I grow 
older. May I love them more and more 
every day and show my love by my willing 
subjection to them. In the daily duties to 
which Thou dost call me, help me to bow 
my will in simple and patient obedience. 
Help me to be truthful in word and manner. 
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Help me to be kind. Help me to be helpful. 
Fill me with love, and turn all my love into 
obedience. For Thy name’s sake. Amen. 


For Self-control 
GOD, Whose Word teaches us that 


they who strive for the mastery ex- 
ercise self-control in all things, help me to 
be the master of myself. Grant me power 
to rule my own spirit. When I am provoked 
to anger, help me to keep silent. When 
hot words come to my lips, help me to 
remember that a soft answer turneth away 
wrath. Keep me calm in danger and watch- 
ful in temptation. Grant me to pass this 
day in peace and safety, without stumbling 
and without stain, that, victorious over all 
temptations, I may be approved of Thee. 
For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


For HSelf-respect 
GOD, Who hast made me in Thine 
image, help me so to respect myself 
as to honor Thee. May I look upon my 
mind as the window through which God is 


28 PRAYERS FOR BOYS 


seen, and may I keep that window clean. 
Help me to turn away from unclean talk 
and whatever would degrade me. May I 
look upon my body as Thy dwelling-place 
and keep it pure for Thee. With Thy help 
may I never put into it anything that would 
defile it and may I conquer any bad habit 
that would enslave it. Teach me that in pre- 
serving my self-respect I shall win the respect 
of others and of Thee. For Thy name’s sake. 
Amen. 
Sor Temperance 

GOD, Who givest us all things richly 

to enjoy, teach me how to use Thy 
gifts without abusing them. Thou hast 
given us grain for food, and men let it rot 
for intoxicating drink. They convert pure 
friut into a poison which benumbs their 
senses. May I never yield to the tempta- 
tion to change Thy blessings into instru- 
ments of sin. Help me to use Thy gifts as 
they come from Thy hand. May I be tem- 
perate in all things. Guide, guard, and 
govern me always. For the sake of our Lord 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Hor Contentment 


LORD, Thy Word bids us in whatso- 

ever state we are therewith to be 
content. Give me, I pray Thee, a con- 
tented heart. Make me grateful for all I 
have received in life. If I am tempted to 
be bitter and unhappy because others have 
more than I have, open my eyes that I 
may see how rich I am. If I have more 
than is good for me, may I save myself 
from harm by sharing with others. Above 
all, may I never grieve my parents or add 
to their burdens by complaining about my 
lot. Help me to carry the spirit of con- 
tentment with me. Give me a cheerful 
heart and help me to make my presence 
a blessing. For Thy name’s sake. Amen. 


Hor Love of Others 


GOD, help me to be unselfish. Help 
me to be like Jesus Who loved even 
His enemies. Help me to rule my spirit 
and bring it into subjection to Thy law 
of love. Help me to be courteous to my 
parents, to my teachers, to my friends, and 
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to all. Help me to sacrifice my comfort 
for others and my pleasure for the sake of 
doing good. Make me kindly in thought, 
gentle in word, and generous in deed. Help 
me to learn that it is better to give than to 
receive, better to forget self than to put 
self first. Help me to follow in the footsteps 
of Jesus Who went about doing good and laid 
down His life for others. For His sake. 
Amen. 
For Courage 

GOD, Who can make the weak strong 

and the faint-hearted brave, give me 
courage to do my duty. ‘Those who put their 
trust in Thee need have no fear. Help me 
to face without wavering whatever danger 
or evil is before me. Take away any fear 
of laughter or scorn when I refuse that which 
isevil. Help me to stand for the right though 
I stand alone. If I am to suffer pain, help 
me to remember Jesus Who endured even 
the agony of the cross without complaint. 
In all that I have to do let me not forget 
that Thou art with me. May Thy Spirit com- 
fort me. For Thy name’s sake. Amen. 
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Hor Faith 

EAVENLY FATHER, Whose Word 

bids us walk by faith and not by 
sight, grant me such power. In the many 
things in life which perplex me, help me 
to believe that Thou dost order all things 
well. Help me to trust Thee with all my 
heart, though I cannot see Thy way. Show 
me what is needful for me to know. May 
I trust where [ cannot see, ever looking to 
Thee to keep me. Thou dost make all 
things work together for good to them that 
love Thee; help me to be patient when 
things go ill with me. Help me to walk 
in the footsteps of Jesus Whose trust in 
Thee was perfect. By doing Thy will 
may I learn Thy truth. For Thy name’s 
sake. Amen. 


For Forgibingness 
LORD, Thou hast said that if we do 
not forgive we shall not be forgiven. 
Give me grace to forgive as I desire to be 
forgiven. May I not hold resentment in 
my heart. If I have done anyone a wrong, 
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help me to acknowledge it. If anyone has 
done me 2 wrong, help me to forgive it. 
Help me to put revenge out of my thoughts, 
remembering that it hurts most the one 
who takes it. May I forgive my friends as 
Thou didst forgive Thine enemies. For 
Thy name’s sake. Amen. 


Sor Money 


LORD, the silver and the gold are 

Thine, but Thou hast given them to 
us for use. We need money for many things; 
give me the power to earn it honestly. 
Keep me from loving money for its own 
sake, for the love of money is a source of 
evil. If it is Thy will that I should have 
money, may I use it tor the good of others, 
If it is Thy will that I should be poor, 
make me contented in my lot and wise 
in the use of what I have. Help me to 
remember Jesus, Who, though He had 
no money, went about doing good and 
gave Himself for us. For His name’s sake. 
Amen. 
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For Diligence 

GOD, I read in Thy Holy Word, 

Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, 
do it with thy might. Thou hast given 
me work to do, give me also diligence in 
doing it. Help me to put my heart into my 
work and persevere. Help me to remember 
that the way to success in life is the way of 
hard work. Let nothing hinder me in 
running well my course. May I be dili- 
gent in business, fervent in spirit, serving 
Thee, my Lord. For Thy name’s sake. 
Amen. 


For Work 
GOD, Who hast appointed man to 
| earn his bread by the sweat of his 
brow, help me to find work which I may do. 
Thou knowest my needs. Thou hast given 
me strength, give me also opportunity to 
use it for the honest earning of the things 
I need. May I not be ashamed to work. 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, worked with His 
hands and was known as the Carpenter. 
Let me never despise anyone who must 
3 
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work, but rather let me help him by my 
own example. For the sake of Him Who 
taught us the nobility of labor. Amen. 


Sor COrderliness 


GOD, Who hast made a time for 

everything and everything beautiful 
in its time, help me to learn the secret of 
Thy work. Make me orderly and tem- 
perate, regular in my habits, and punctual 
in my appointments. May my body at 
all times be the servant of my spirit. Kindle 
within me the ambition to excel in all good 
things. May I be unhappy when I am idle 
or wasteful. Help me to save my money 
and to lay up in store for the future. May 
my eyes be open to the lessons of thrift and 
industry in the birds and the bees. Above 
all, may I lay up treasure in heaven. For 
Thy name’s sake. Amen. 


For Perseverance 

LORD, Thou hast said, Be not weary | 

in well-doing, for in due season you shall 

reap if you faint not. Help me, having 
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begun a good work, to bring it to a successful 
end. When I am tempted to give up any- 
thing I have undertaken, help me to fix 
my eyes upon the goal. Do not let me, 
in a moment of weakness, sacrifice what I 
have gained and thus forfeit success. May 
I persevere unto the end. When discourage- 
ment comes or opposition arises against 
me, may I remember Thy words to Thy 
disciples, He that endureth to the end 
shall be saved. For Thy name’s sake. 
Amen. 


For Honesty 

GOD, Whose eyes behold the hidden 

secrets of the heart, help me to be honest 
in Thy sight and before all men. Make me 
sincere in word and deed. May I bring 
only honest things to Thee, to my parents, 
to my employer, to my teacher, and to my 
friends. May I not wish to profit by what 
would rob others, but may their belongings 
be safe in my hands. Above all, may I 
not tempt others to dishonesty. Make 
me honest with myself, that I may not 


36 PRAYERS FOR BOYS 


think more highly of myself than I ought 
to think. Help me to grow up a true man, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


For Frankness 

GOD, to Whom all hearts are open 

and from Whom no secrets are hid. 
help me to be as frank and sincere with 
others as I must be with Thee. Make me 
despise deceitful and crooked ways. Give 
me such purity of mind and heart that I 
shall have nothing to conceal. Make me so 
true to Thee that my life may be an open 
book. May I never fear to speak the truth. 
Make me considerate of the feelings of 
others, but may I hold truth above popu- 
larity. In my frankness may I not cause 
others needless pain. Help me to do to 
others as I would they should do to me. 
For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


Hor Couriesp 

LORD JESUS CHRIST, Whose Word — 

bids us love one another and be cour- 
teous, grant me this grace. Thou wast 
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considerate of all men; help me to follow 
Thy example. May I have such regard 
for the feelings of others that I shall be 
gentle in speech and polite in manner. When 
I am angry, help me to remember that a 
soft answer turneth away wrath. Help 
me to be respectful to my elders and help 
me not to push myself into places rightly 
belonging to others. Help me to perceive, 
without being told in words, that courtesy 
is the law of manliness. If I am ever be- 
trayed into being rude, give me the grace 
to apologize. For Thy name’s sake. Amen. 


Hor Truthfulness 


LORD, Who hast told us that by our 

words we are justified and by our 
words we are condemned, help me always 
to speak the truth. Give me strength when 
it is hard to do so. Do not let fear lead me 
to lie. Help me to weigh my words so as 
not to mislead or deceive. May I hate a 
lie, whether it be on my tongue or in my 
work. As Thou desirest truth in the inward 
parts, take my mind and think through it, 
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take my heart and make it sincere, take my 
lips and make them always witness for 
Thee. With Thy help may I be known as 
a boy of my word. For Thy name’s sake: 
Amen. 
For Endurance 

i ee JESUS, Who for the joy of finishing 

Thy work suffered even on the cross, 
have merey on me who so often am dis- 
couraged. I enjoy the beginning of things, 
but I grow weary in well-dcing. Do not 
give me over to my fickle mind. Let me 
not spoil my work by giving up. In my 
discouragement stand by me and let me 
feel the strength of Thy presence. Help me 
to endure as a good soldier and win from 
Thee the reward, Well done. For Thy 
name's sake. Amen. 


For Peace at Dome 
GOD, Whose will is that those who 
dwell together should be of one mind, 
I pray for the peace of our home. Thou — 
hast made plain in Thy Holy Word that the 
way of peace in the world is by the law of 


PRAYERS FOR BOYS 39 


love. Where love is there can be no dis- 
cord. Help me to do my part in making 
love the law of our home. Make me thought- 
ful and kind. May I do my tasks with a 
cheerful and willing mind. When I am 
tempted to be irritating and _ provoking, 
restrain me by Thy love. When my feelings 
are hurt, may I turn to Thee for comfort 
and manfully bear my pain in silence. 
May the law of love rule me in all that I 
do or say. For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


For Absent Lobed Ones 


‘EAVENLY FATHER, I pray Thee, 
bless and keep those whom I love 
who are far away and watch over them and 
me while we are absent one from another. 
Keep them in health. Protect them from 
all danger. May no evil of body or mind 
overtake them. Keep them and me from 
loneliness or fear. Make me faithful in 
my duty to them and help me to make their 
return happy by diligently domg my work 
and keeping myself worthy of their name. 
For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
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For Friends and Meighbors 

THOU who art the God of all the 

families of the earth, bless, I pray 
Thee, all our friends and neighbors. Watch 
over their homes and shield them from all 
evil. Protect their dwellings from _ fire, 
from thieves, and from anything that would 
destroy them or bring them trouble. Help 
me to be thoughtful for their welfare and the 
protection of their property. Show me 
how I can serve them. Make me a ready 
and willing friend and a true neighbor. 
For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


For Benefactors 

EAVENLY FATHER, I thank Thee 

for all the friends whom Thou hast 
given me, and especially for those who 
have done me this great kindness. As 
Thou hast been mindful of me, so be Thou 
ever mindful of them. As they have freely 
given to me, so may they freely receive of 
Thee. Do Thou have regard for all their 
needs and supply them in ways beyond my ~ 
power to ask or think. May they have the 
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comfort of gratitude from all whom they 
befriend. May they not be disappointed 
in me by any failure to show my thankful- 
ness by a worthy life. For Jesus’ sake. 
Amen. 


For the Neglected 
LORD, Who in Thy dealings with 


men art no respecter of persons, look 
in tender mercy upon all who in this world 
feel themselves neglected. With Thee as 
their companion may they not feel them- 
selves alone. Make me more thoughtful 
of others, and show me how I may bring 
comfort to those who are lonely. May I 
never count the moment lost in which I 
stop to do a service for those who have been 
passed by. May I be a Good Samaritan 
and follow my service with my love. For 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


Gor Those in Want 


GOD, Whose name is Love, hear my 
prayer for Thy children who are in 
want. Thou hast given me many good things; 
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make me mindful of those who are poor 
and hungry and ill-clad. Heip me to devise 
ways to supply their needs. Show me how 
I may find friends for them. Help me in 
my efforts to interest others in their behalf. 
May I ever remember that Jesus had not 
where to lay His head and was often with- 
out food, that He called the poor His brothers, 
and blessed those who gave to them. For 
His name’s sake. Amen. 


For the Triumph of the Bight 

GOD, Who art ever on the side of the 

right, bless all who are trying to 
make this a better world. Help all who 
love Thee to stand for those things which 
will make it easier for all people to do better. 
Put down those who tempt their fellowmen 
to do wrong. Give me and all other boys 
the courage to turn away from those who 
break the law and try to lead us to do the 
same. Help us to obey the laws of our 
country, the laws of health, and Thy law 
as given in the Ten Commandments. For 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
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For Our Country 


GOD, Who hast given us our wonder- 

ful country, I thank Thee for the 
flag that stands for freedom and safety, for 
righteousness and peace. Help me ever to 
honor that flag, and may the flag ever 
honor Thee. Guide our nation in the way of 
Thy truth and make it a blessing among 
the nations. Make it strong and great in 
all good things, and may all our people be 
loyal te Thee, our God. For Jesus’ sake. 
Amen. 


For Those in Authority 

GOD. Who art the Ruler of the world, 

bless all who are in authority over 
us. Bless the President and the Congress 
of our country; bless the Governor and the 
Legislature of our state; bless the Mayor 
and the Council of our city; bless the Judges 
of our courts and the Policemen; bless the 
Firemen and others who are responsible for 
keeping us safe. Give them strength to do 
Thy will and defend them from evil. Help 
me and all other boys to obey the laws, 
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remembering that our country can be great 
and strong only as her people are good citi- 
zens. For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


For the World 

LORD, Thou art the God of all man- 

kind, for Thou hast made us all. 
May Thy kingdom come in all lands and 
Thy will be done by all men. May the 
light of Thy Gospel shine in all the dark 
places of the earth, and may men be moved 
to treat their fellowmen as brothers. Bless 
all missionaries who have gone to foreign 
countries and keep them safe. Help us to 
send only what is good to heathen nations 
and to keep from them whatever would 
harm or destroy them. Put down the wicked 
designs of men which lead to contention 
and war, and may the peace of Christ reign 
in the world. For His name’s sake. Amen. 


Sor Fly Church Wows 
LORD JESUS CHRIST, Who hast 
called us all to confess Thee, I thank 
Thee that Thou hast called me. I thank 
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Thee that Thou didst put into my heart 
the desire to be Thy disciple. I thank Thee 
for all the influences which kept me in the 
way of that desire. I thank Thee for my 
church in which I confessed Thee and took 
upon me Thy vows. Help me to be faithful 
to those vows. Keep me from denying 
Thee by word or deed. Do not let me in the 
moment of weakness bring shame upon Thy 
name. Rather may I by my example bring 
others to confess Thee. Help me to endure 
any trial of my faith which may arise, re- 
membering that Thou hast said that he 
who shall endure to the end shall be saved. 
For Thy name’s sake. Amen. 


For Mp Pastor 
LORD, I thank Thee for all the friends 
and teachers who have helped me to 
do right. Especially do I thank Thee for 
my pastor, by whose sympathy and interest 
I have learned to think more constantly of 
Thee. Bless him and keep him from all 
harm, and may he be given all needed 
strength for his work. Help me to listen 
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more attentively to Thy word as it comes 
from his lips, and show me how I may help 
him to win other boys for Thee. Bless 
my church. If it be Thy will that I should 
be a minister help me to give myself 
to that service. For Thy name’s sake. 
Amen. 


For the Cnfortunate 

GOD, the Father of all men and the 

Helper of the needy, look with pity 
upon all unfortunate people in the world. 
May those of Thy children who have pos- 
sessions be moved to help those who have 
not. Touch the hearts of all who have the 
power to make life easier for those who are 
in want. Raise up helpers for the poor. 
Make me unselfish. Help me to see that 
happiness consists in doing good to others. 
May I ever find pleasure in helping those 
who are without friends and in giving 
without the thought of receiving in return. 
This I ask for the sake of Him who went 
about doing good, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
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For Those in Sorrow 


LORD JESUS CHRIST, Who on 

earth wept with those who had lost 
dear ones and Who art ever the Comforter 
of those in sorrow, remember all to whom 
bereavement has come. Especially do I 
pray for (here mention the name). Say to 
him (or her) as Thou didst to Mary and 
Martha at Bethany, Thy dear one shall 
live again. Thou doest all things well; Thou 
dost gather the flowers as Thou knowest 
is best and we shall find them again in Thy 
heavenly home. Help us to say, Thy will 
be done. For Thy name’s sake. Amen. 


For Parents Who Habe Lost a Son 


EAVENLY FATHER, I thank Thee 

for my life. Thou hast taken my 
friend whose parents loved him as my 
parents love me. I pray Thee, comfort 
them as Thou only canst comfort. May 
their sorrow not turn them away from Thee. 
May they not think of Thee as afar off. 
Speak to them in their sorrow as Thou art 
speaking to me. Help them to say, Thy will 
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be done. Show me how I may comfort them. 
If there is any unfinished work their son has 
left, help me to do it in his memory. May I 
not be afraid to die. For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


For a Son Who Bas Lost a Parent 

EAVENLY FATHER, I thank Thee 

for my home. Help me to remember 
that I did not make it, that it is Thy gift 
to me. Help me to be thankful that Thou 
hast continued my home to me. Remember 
my friend whose home is broken. Show 
Thyself very near to him and be to him 
more than a father or a mother. Help me 
to stand by him in his sorrow and show me 
how I can comfort him. Help us all to think 
more of Thee and of Thy heavenly home 
where there are many rooms, and may we 
not fail, through any sin of ours, to meet 
our loved ones there. For Jesus’ sake. 
Amen. 

Against Fear 

GOD, Who art the strength of the 

weak, help me to turn to Thee in 
every time of need. When I yield to the 
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weakness of fear, stand by me and deliver 
me. ‘Teach me the folly of fear. No harm 
can come to those who put their trust in 
Thee. What may seem to be evil Thou 
canst turn to good. Help me to learn that 
the fear of man brings a snare which only 
keeps us from trusting Thee. Let my love 
for Thee be so perfect as to cast out all 
fear. Help me to quit myself like a man 
at all times and in all places. For Jesus’ 
sake. Amen. 


Against Enbp 

ORD, Thou hast given to us talents—to 
one five, to another two, to another 
one—to each according to his ability. Help 
me to accept my place in life with a thankful 
heart. Keep me from envy, which can only 
make me unhappy. Give me grace to make 
the most of what I have. If I am tempted 
to covet the possessions of another show me« 
that it is tue beginning of stealing. Help 
me rather to covet earnestly the power tc 
aid others in preserving their possessions, _ 
Teach me that a good name is rather to be 
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chosen than great riches, and loving favor 
rather than silver and gold. For Thy name’s 
sake. Amen. 


Against Deceit 

GOD, unto Whom all hearts are open 

and from Whom no secrets are hid, 
keep me from deceit. Help me to know my- 
self as Thou dost know me. The heart is 
deceitful above all things; keep me from 
deceiving myself. Help me to guard my 
heart with all diligence, for out of it are the 
issues of life. May my words be true, my 
actions sincere, my life an open book. Let 
me so overcome all tendencies to indirection 
or deception that I may be known as a 
child of Thine in whom there is no guile. 
For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


Against Complaining 
GOD, Thou hast measured out to me 
a goodly lot in life. Why should I 
not be satisfied and happy? Keep me from 
_ the sin of ingratitude. When I am tempted 
to complain because I do not have more, 
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help me to count the blessings I have. 
When I am unhappy because others have 
things I do not possess, help me to consider 
what is best for me. If I am not satisfied, 
show me how to make my lot better. Above 
all things, keep me from complaining, thereby 
making others unhappy. Teach me that 
a merry heart has a continual feast and 
makes others glad. Help me to be content 
with such things as I have, for Thou hast 
said, J will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee. For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


Against Evil Speaking 

LORD JESUS CHRIST, Who warned 

that for every idle word men speak 
they shall give account in the day of judg- 
ment, help me to govern my tongue. May 
no corrupt communication proceed out of 
my mouth. Keep me from slandering 
others. If I cannot speak well of my friends, 
help me to keep silent. Keep me from taking 
the divine name in vain. May profanity 
and foul speech have no place on my tongue. 
Teach me that he who would love life and 
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see good days, let him refrain his tongue 
from evil and his lips from speaking guile. 
This I ask for Thy name’s sake. Amen. 


Against Worry 

LORD JESUS CHRIST, Who told 

Thy disciples not to be anxious, but 
to trust their Heavenly Father, help me to 
live without worry. Help me to trust Thee 
fully and in quietness and confidence to be 
strong. Keep me from fretting over the 
past which I cannot change, or worrying 
about the future which I do not know. 
Help me to correct my mistakes and to put 
them behind me. Help me to put my hand 
in Thine and let Thy spirit lead me. May Thy 
peace which passeth all understanding keep 
my heart and mind. For Thy name’s sake. 
Amen. 

Against Impatience 

GOD, Whose Word bids us be patient 

towards all, Thou knowest how hard 
this is for me. When others try me by their 
indifference or hinder me by their lack of 
understanding, may I not lose my self- 
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control. Help me to learn patience from 
Thee with whom a thousand years are as 
one day and Who must wait for men to do 
Thy will. Make me patient in all my 
trials. If I am tempted to speak hot words 
when I am opposed, may I remember Jesus 
Christ Who was oppressed and afflicted yet 
opened not His mouth. In patience may 
I possess my soul. Suffer me not for any 
rashness of mine to fall away from Thee. 
For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


Against Bad Companions 

GOD, help me to shun evil companions. 

Thy Holy Word warns that bad com- 
pany is the ruin of good character. Help 
me to learn the blessedness of those who do 
not go by the advice of the wicked or stand 
in the streets with sinners or take their 
seat in the company of scoffers. Make me 
see that it is easier to get into bad company 
than to get out of it, and that one is judged 
by the company he keeps. Help me to cul- 
tivate profitable friendships and to be a 
leader in good things and not a follower of 
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the bad. Keep me from loitering with the 
idler, for Satan still finds mischief for idle 
hands to do. Help me so to fill my time with 
useful occupations that I shall not be tempted 
by evil. For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


Jn Personal Sorrow 

GOD, Who art the helper of all who 

are in trouble, I come to Thee in my 
great sorrow. ‘Thou knowest that I need 
Thy guiding hand. The world is dark and 
my heart is lonely. I am not ashamed of 
my tears; Jesus wept. I do not ask Thee 
to take away my sorrow; Jesus was made 
perfect through suffering. But I ask Thee 
to be with me, as Thou wast with Him. 
Be a father to me and comfort me as a mother 
comforteth. Have pity on me and make me 
a better boy by this bitter experience. I 
ask it in Jesus’ name and for His sake. 
Amen. 

Jn Plness 

LORD JESUS CHRIST, nothing © 

brings Thee so near as sickness. Thou 
art the Great Physician and I turn to Thee in 
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my weakness. I fear no evil if Thou art 
near me. Heal me of my illness, if it be 
Thy will. Give me grace to bear my suffer- 
ing patiently. Help me to remember Thee, 
Who, when Thou wast afflicted, opened 
not Thy mouth. Make me grateful for all 
that is being done for me, and help me to be 
as little trouble as possible to those who 
nurse me. Bless the hands that minister 
to me and make me a blessing to them. 
Suffering according to Thy will, help me 
to commit my soul to Thee. For Thy 
name’s sake... Amen. 


Jn Discouragement 

GOD, my Heavenly Father, I come 

to Thee for I am in sore need of Thy 
comfort. Things have not gone well with 
me. All I try to do seems to fail. I am 
cast down, but I cannot doubt that Thou 
hast a place for me and work for me to do. 
Help me to be of good cheer. Show me the 
place Thou dost mean me to fill. Make 
me know that I can do well what it is Thy 
will for me to do. Let me not go about with 
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a sad countenance as if there were no God 
in the world; but help me to live and to do 
my work trusting in Thy abiding power. 
For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


In Disappointment 

EAVENLY FATHER, Whose love I 

cannot doubt, be with me in the dis- 
appointment which has overtaken me. Help 
me to trust Thee in the darkness as in the 
light. Help me not to faint under Thy 
rebuke, but to remember that Thou chas- 
teneth in love and that even this bitter dis- 
appointment may be for my good. Help 
me to overcome my discouragement and 
lead me to new courage and hope. Keep 
me from undue self-reproach and from bit- 
terness against others. In this and in all 
things may I accept Thy way with me and 
bow to Thy wili. For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


At Sea 
HY way, O God, is in the sea and Thy 
path in the great waters. Let Thy 
band lead me and Thy right hand hold me, 
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and keep me from fear. Be Thou the pilot 
of our ship. If storms arise, say to the waves, 
“Be still,” and bring us safe to port. Help 
me to remember that I cannot escape Thy 
presence even in the uttermost part of the 
sea, and that Thou seest me here as on the 
land. If perils arise or disaster overtakes 
us, help me to be brave and think of others 
first. Give me such trust in Thy care that I 
may inspire confidence in others. When the 
voyage of life is over, bring me to Thyself 
in heaven. For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


@n a Journep 


LORD, I have traveled far today, but 

I have not left Thee. Many miles 
separate me from home and friends, but 
not from Thee. Thou hast been with me 
all the way by which I have come. Thou 
art with me now, and I praise Thee for 
Thy care. Watch over me and keep me 
all my journey through. Open my eyes 
that I may see the beauty of Thy world and 
the wonderful works of Thy hands. Guard 
me in the perils of my way and keep my 
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absent loved ones with me. So direct my 
steps all through this world that I may 
finally come to the heavenly country and 
be with Thee forever. For Thy name’s 
sake. Amen. 


On a Wisit 
EAVENLY FATHER, Who hast given 


me the comfort of good friends, watch 
over them and me while I visit with them. 
Help me to remember that I am their guest; 
and that many things are being done for 
my pleasure. May I at all times be grate- 
ful. Help me to show my gratitude by such 
service as I may render. Help me to make 
this visit a blessing to those whose guest 
I am and to myself. Remember the many 
boys and girls who are not so fortunate, and 
raise up friends who will be good to them. 
For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


On a Tramp 

ORD JESUS CHRIST, Thou didst walk . 
with Thy disciples through the fields 

and by the sea. Thou didst point out to 
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them the birds and the flowers, the sky and 
the trees. Thou didst sleep with them under 
the stars and eat with them by the way. 
Thou wast weary and didst sit by the well. 
Be with us today. Help us to see the beauti- 
ful things in earth and sky which are signs 
of our Heavenly Father’s love. When we 
are tired and hungry may we remember that 
Thou didst not have where to lay Thy head 
and didst pluck the grain for food. Make 
us content with the things we have. Watch 
over us and bring us safely home. For Thy 
name’s sake. Amen. 


gnu Camp 

LORD JESUS CHRIST, be Thou in 

our midst and bless our camp. Thou 
didst take Thy disciples into the mountain 
by themselves with no tent but the sky, and 
Thou didst eat with them by the sea. With 
Thee they lived in the open and learned 
the way of God in nature. Thou didst 
teach them on the hillside, and didst walk 
with them through the fields. Walk with 
us and talk with us in the days we spend 
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together here. May our camp-life be filled 
with companionship with Thee. May it 
teach us how to be free from anxious care, 
and may it lead us to trust God for all need- 
ful things. Protect us in all our sports and 
shield us from harm. Bless those who have 
given us this pleasure and help us to honor 
them by honoring Thee. For Thy name’s 
sake. Amen. 


A Birthday Prayer 

GOD, Who hast added another year 

to my life, help me to remember that life 
is Thy gift and is to be used for Thee. Teach 
me so to number my days that I may live 
wisely. Help me to remember Thee, my 
Creator, in the days of my youth. Let me 
not forget the shortness and uncertainty 
of life, but let me do with my might what 
my hands find to do. Remember with 
Thy blessing those who have remembered 
me this day, especially my parents and 
loved ones, and keep us all in Thy care. 
For the sake of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
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Sunday 

GOD, on this Thy day I would re- 

member Thee first. Help me to keep 
the day unto Thee. Make me glad to go 
to Thy House to confess Thee as my Lord 
and to hear Thy Gospel. Lead me to do 
good to any who are unfortunate. Above 
all, may I feel that it is a day of joy, cele- 
brating the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead. Whatever is in keeping 
with that joy let me know it is not wrong 
for me to do. Jesus Himself walked through 
the fields with His disciples on the Sabbath 
day. Let me feel that it is not wrong for 
me to be there if I walk with Him. This 
day is Thy gift to weary men; make me 
ever grateful for it. For Jesus’ sake.. Amen. 


Christmas Eve 
GOD, Who made the darkness of this 
night bright with the shining of the 
Star of Bethlehem, I thank Thee for Jesus, 
Thy great gift to the world. Help me to 
make ready for the anniversary of His 
birth by preparing the way for Him in 
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my heart. Help me to overcome my selfish- 
ness, to think more of the needs of others 
than of my own, and to do my best to honor 
Thee in my gifts. If I have hurt or offended 
any of my friends and sought too much my own 
way, I pray for Thy forgiveness as I shall seek 
theirs. Help me to give Thee the gift of a 
better and more unselfish life. For Jesus’ sake. 
Amen. 
Thanksgiving Dap 

GOD, Who hast multiplied Thy bless- 

ings to us through another year, give 
us also the grace of gratitude. Thou hast 
given us all things richly to enjoy, help 
us to bring our thanks to Thee today as 
our President and Governor have directed. 
We praise Thee for the land in which we 
live and for the blessings of peace and happi- 
ness which we enjoy. Continue to give us 
good men as our rulers, and defend us from 
all evil. Help us to share our blessings with 
other nations, for Thou art the God of all 
mankind. Make us happy in our homes - 
today, and be with any who are in sorrow. 
For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
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Rew Dear ECbe 
GOD, Thy years have no end, but 


ours come quickly to a close. Another 
year of life has been given to me; help me 
to ask myself before Thee this night what 
I have done with it. I have left many 
things undone, and now the door is almost 
shut. Forgive my weakness, my indiffer- 
ence, and my neglect, and for every year 
which Thou shalt add to my life add also 
more strength to my will that with a steadier 
purpose I may serve Thee more faithfully 
and live more sincerely than I have done in 
the year that is gone. This I ask alone for 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


Hew Dear Dap 
GOD, Who hast opened to me the door 
of this new year, go with me into it. 
I know not what a day may bring forth, 
but all my way is known to Thee. Guide 
my feet that I may not stumble, and keep 
me lest I go astray. If my way shall be 
in the sunshine, keep me humble and make 
me unselfish. If the darkness of sorrow 
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shall cover me, take my hand and let me 
feel Thee near. May Thy Holy Spirit lead 
me in all the way through which I shall pass 
and help me to live this year as if it were 
my last. For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


Easter 


LORD JESUS CHRIST, help me to- 

day to rejoice in Thy great victory. 
Thou hast conquered death. Thou art risen 
to die no more, and those who live and 
believe in Thee shall never die. May I so 
live and so believe. May I also be risen 
with Thee, O Christ, and seek those things 
which are above, where Thou art. May I 
put away what is sinful and lead a new 
life. May I set my affections on things above 
and not on things on the earth. May I 
strive to become more like Thee each day, 
and when my life here is ended may I 
pass with Thee through the gate of death 
into the city of God. For Thy name’s sake. 
Amen. 
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